Cataract extraction was performed on the right eye,. August 28, 1939 . The left lens was extracted May 22, 1940.-The cataracts were of the nuclear va-riety. The post operative and subsequent course was noteworthy in no particular manner until 5 months after the second extraction, for on October 24, 1940, the patient developed a large detachment of the-retina involving the upper nasal field of the left eye.
A hole whose size was approximately one half disc in diameter was seen in the detached retinal, periphery along the 5 -11 o'clock axis. A crescentic shaped operculum vas visible in the inferior portion of the hole with its convexity toward the optic nerve. After several unsuccessful attempts at fundus photography a picture illustrating the retinal detachment was secured. Visual -field studies showed a field involvement corresponding to the area of retinal detachment. The retinal detachment was operated on, November 4, 1940. Several electrodes were inserted in the region of the hole. 
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THE implication of a dietary factor in the production of a pathological state is determined by the use of certain " diagnostic, criteria" (Yudkin, 1944a) :
1. The demonstration of the-existence of a deficiency of the dietary factor in subjects with the specified condition..
2. The production of -the condition by a deficiency of the dietary factor.
3. The cure of the condition' by replacement of the deficient dietary factor.
The use of studies of dark adaptation as a means 'of assessing nutritional status in respect to vitamin A is based on these criteria. It has been shown that:
1. Impaired dark adaptation is frequently found in groups whose diet is deficient in vitamin A (Jeans and Zentmire, 1936) , (Harris and Abbasy, 1939) , (Steven and Wald, 1941) , (Hunt, 1941) .
2. Experimental deprivation of the vitamin often results in a deterioration in dark 'adaptation (Booher et alia, 1939) , (Hecht and Mandelbaum, 1939, 1940) , (Wald and Steven, -1939) , (Wagner, 1940) , (Wald et alia, 1942 
